Marine Resources Board Meeting

September 26, 2007 Meeting Minutes
7pm at the West Bath Town Hall

Called Meeting to Order at 7:00 PM
Member Attendance:  Warren Swanson, Shawn Schutt, Paul Mateosian, Dave Morin
Other Attendance:  Mark Nelson, Don Card – Area Biologist, Michael Lyford, Jerry Wallace, Mike Innes, Dale McNelly, Christian Cantrell
Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the August 29, 2007 minutes by Mr Mateosian.  Seconded by Chairman Swanson.  Approved by a vote of 4 to 0.
Water Testing Update: 

Chairman Swanson talked about our water testing efforts.  Mr Card talked about using untreated cotton swatches and a black light to detect detergents which would be an indication of failing septic systems. We will try to find the funds to purchase a black light/cotton swatch test kit. The cost is around $250. 
Update on Meeting with Representative Leila Percy
Chairman Swanson, Mr Mateosian, Town Administrator Pam Hile and Selectman David Bourget met with State Representative Leila Percy to discuss issues related to the Men’s Club closure and the much delayed Sabino Shoreline Survey.  Following the meeting with Rep Percy, Town Administrator Hile received an e-mail from Jan Barter – DMR Tester which included updated test data from this year’s water testing and a promise to find a solution to the problem of completing the shoreline survey. (see the Area Biologist report below)
Reseeding Conservation Time 
A motion was made by Chairman Swanson and seconded by Mr Mateosian to approve reseeding conservation time for those that participated in the application of crushed clam shells to the westerly side of the closed area in Back Cove.  Approved by a vote of 4 to 0.
Prior to the vote, there was a good deal of discussion as to what should or should not be included in “reseeding efforts”.  Ultimately the board concluded that application of crushed shells was an attempt to get clam spat to reseed and should be included as a valid form of “reseeding effort”.   Mr Nelson objected to the awarding of reseeding conservation time, because there was no mailing notifying everyone of the event.  The board agreed that in the future we would have more scheduled “reseeding efforts” (including shell application as well as survey conservation events) and would schedule 4 such events in the upcoming year.

Mr Matesoian commented that application of crushed shells was new and experimental but could potentially have significant impact on clam flat productivity and that we should continue to experiment with that process. Mr Schutt also commented that the process of adding shell stock made sense to him and that we should include such efforts in the future.
Survey 
Warren will coordinate a Survey on October 13, 2007 . A notification will be mailed to all diggers.

Area Biologist Report

Don Card reported that he had been assigned to complete Sabino Shoreline Survey.
Shellfish Warden Report – None
Suggestions for Next Meeting’s Agenda

Next regular meeting is scheduled for October 31, 2007 at 7:00pm

Discuss next year reseeding and survey efforts.
Adjourn
Motion to adjourn by Mr Mateosian.  Seconded by Mr Swanson.  Approved by a vote of 4 to 0.
Minutes taken by Mr Mateosian
