Town of West Bath

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
March 28, 2011
Town of West Bath Board of Selectmen



Mr. David Bourget, Chair


Mrs. Paula Nelson
Guests:  Assessor Ron Beal; Harbormaster Joe Vaillancourt; Road Commissioner Jim Whorff; resident Robyn White; resident Steven Kalisz.
A regular meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held on Monday, March 28, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the lower level meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, ME.

Consideration of:

I. Called to Order by Chairman Bourget at 5:30 pm.
II. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum
III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

1.  Approval of Minutes for March 14, 2011
2.  Approval of Warrant
3.  Upcoming Meeting(s):  

a.) The next regular Selectmen’s Meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 11, 2011.
b.)  A special Selectmen’s Meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 29, 2011.

c.)  A Public Informational Session will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27, 2011 at the West Bath Fire Hall.

Motion made by Selectman Nelson to accept the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Chairman Bourget.  Unanimously Approved.

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS – None.
VI. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – Selectman Nelson advised the West Bath School team of   “Odyssey of the Mind” competed Saturday in the state’s Extreme Mouse Mobile division (a task of designing their own mouse mobile without assistance by conducting their own research and obtaining supplies.)  As one of 12 teams, the West Bath team tied for first place in their division in the state’s competition.  They will now be moving on to the world’s finals competition in Maryland on Memorial Day weekend.  Selectman Nelson suggested that the Board write a letter to the West Bath team congratulating them on their accomplishment.  The Town Administrator will provide a draft letter for the Board’s signatures.
VII. COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT REPORTS – None.
VIII.     BUSINESS ITEMS

1.  Request for Abatements
The Town Administrator reported that at the last selectmen’s meeting there were questions as to whether the Board wanted to hear an abatement request that was received beyond the 185 day deadline.  Town Administrator offered that her research shows that this deadline is a fixed date.  The 185 day period cannot be waived, especially in a case as presented where the Assessor has already made an adjustment and has recommended that no further abatement be granted.  It notes that these deadlines are critical and jurisdictional and may not be waived by the assessors or by an appeal party.  Assessor Ron Beal mentioned that there are two more abatement requests that have been received beyond the 185 day deadline, one for which he is writing the party a letter and another where there is an issue that he will bring before the Board.
2.  Request to Return Foreclosed Property
The Town Administrator provided correspondence from Mrs. Robin White.  Property owned by Mr. and Mrs. White, located at 309 Berry’s Mill Road (Map/Lot R03-000-052-A), was foreclosed on by the Town earlier this year for non-payment of taxes.  As stated in her letter, Mrs. White advises she had no knowledge of the property’s status until recently and will immediately pay all back taxes should the Board agreed its return.  The total taxes, interest and other costs due as of 3/28/11 are $2359.21.  All costs associated with the preparation and recordation of a quit-claim deed would be added to this amount.
Motion made by Selectman Nelson to approve the request.  Seconded by Chairman Bourget.  Unanimously Approved. 
3.  Discussion of Regulations for New Meadows Lake Landing
The Town Administrator provided the following summary:  Ice melt on the New Meadows Lake is progressing quickly, and it is likely that quahoging activities will resume in the near future.  I have repeatedly left messages with Chad Coffin of the Maine Clammers Assn.; however, he has not responded, which would lead to the conclusion that he is no longer interested in working with the Town to “regulate” the landing.  I have spoken with both our Harbormaster and Shellfish Warden, and both recommend that the property immediately be posted with the following: “No overnight boat parking allowed.  Violators will be towed.”  Additional regulations may be added in the future; however, should the Board concur, we would like to order and install this sign as soon as possible. Town Administrator Hile added that the Sagadahoc County Sheriffs Department had begun addressing the parking issues on the roadway (Old Brunswick Road) last year and we have now received an email from the Bath Police Department asking if we have a town ordinance on parking along the road because they may have to write an ordinance for their side of the road due vehicles being too far out on the road and blocking private drives.  Resident Steven Kalisz of Lakeside Drive and Harbor Master Vaillencourt offered information to the Board regarding parking on the road and the ramp.  Mr. Kalisz offered there were times when they were blocked in the drive, or that the mail man couldn’t get to their mailbox or a delivery truck couldn’t get into their drive.  The neighbors across the street had the same issues.  Harbor Master Vaillancourt made the point that we need to advise users that they cannot leave their boats along the shore overnight and they cannot park their vehicles on the ramp.  Jim Whorff will coordinate moving 4 jersey barriers to the ramp to create a permanent barrier on each side of the ramp.  The Town Administrator clarified that the sign(s) need to specify “no overnight boat parking – violators will be towed” , “no parking on the ramp” and “no littering”.  
Motion made by Selectman Nelson to procure and post signs and install jersey barriers per this discussion.  Seconded by Chairman Bourget.  Unanimously Approved.
4.  Repair of exterior trim on Town Office building.  The Town Administrator requested that the topic of Town Office trim repair be added to the agenda and presented a display sample of synthetic material for repairing the trim on the Town Office.  Material and labor estimate for this product is $15,000.00.  This would provide a very long lasting resolution.  Vinyl (wrap) was estimated at $9,000.00, and wood would be another option.  For budgeting the board agreed to leave the $9,000 in for now, and refigure what will be done perhaps in stages.
5.  Town Administrator’s Report – Available at the Town Officer upon request.
IX.
      EXECUTIVE SESSION(S)      
1.  Request to enter into an executive session with the Town Attorney pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405, 6., E. of the M.R.S.A. for the purpose of discussing pending litigation.

2.   Request to enter into an executive session pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405, 6., A. of the M.R.S.A. for the purpose of discussing personnel issues.

Motion made by Selectman Nelson to enter into Executive Session at 6:02 pm.  Seconded  by Chairman Bourget.   Unanimously Approved.  

Board resumed regular session at 7:27 pm.
Motion made by Selectman Nelson to award the contract for the Quaker Point Road project to St. Laurent & Son Inc. of Lewiston.  Seconded by Chairman Bourget.  Unanimously Approved.
X.
     SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

XI.      ADJOURNMENT - Motion made by Selectman Nelson, seconded by Chairman Bourget to adjourn at 7:28 pm.  Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm by unanimous acclamation.
Attested to be a true copy.

_________________________
Robert K. Morris

March 28, 2011

