Marine Resources Committee Meeting
March 28, 2007 Meeting
7pm at the West Bath Town Hall

Meeting called to order by Chairman Mark Nelson at 7:02pm.

Member Attendance:  Mark Nelson – Chair, Paul Mateosian, Roger McNelly,  Jim Hennessey, Shawn Schutt, Warren Swanson, and Wayne Renshaw
Other Attendance:  Amy Fitzpatrick & Allison Sirois – DMR, Steve Gardner – Chair of Board of Selectman, David Bourget, David Hennessey, Michael Lyford, Joe Gilliam, Jerry Wallace, Doug Alexander – Shellfish Warden, Howard Kenney, Larry Barrington, Darren Mitchell, Don Card – Area Biologist, Perry Malcolm, Jan Barter - DMR, Perry Malcolm, Mike Innes, Jeff Moore, and Tom  Bennett
DMR Water Quality Presentation
Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference (ISSC) – sets minimum rules regarding water quality standards and puts out a Model Ordinance (National Shellfish Sanitation Program Guide for the Control of Molluscan Shellfish 2005 found at http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~ear/nss3-toc.html)
The Food & Drug Administration (FDA) – enforces the ISSC rules

The surveys are done in 12 year cycles.  The first year is very comprehensive, the second year the tests are checked, the third year is called the “tri-annual” and revisits the first year tests.  This sequence is repeated 4 times and then the process begins again.
Geo Mean – how dirty the water sample is & based on 30 collections (geometric average)
P90 – how consistent have the scores been for a particular station
Tri-annual – the initial survey is revisted – every 3rd year

DMR is limited to 6 collections at any active station per year due to schedule constraints – 6 samples per year are the minimum number in the Model Ordinance with a limit of 2 samples per month
One of the reasons to close the flats is if the reports required in the Model Ordinance are not submitted on time.  The Town of West Bath has no control over this reason for closure.
DMR has purchased 12 more rain gauges for Casco Bay and Amy Fitzpatrick will be looking into having one installed at the Town Office.
It is a part of Maine State Statutes that volunteers can take samples.  This is in:

Title 12: CONSERVATION

  

Part 9: MARINE RESOURCES

   


 Subpart 2: LICENSING

      


Chapter 623: Shellfish, Scallops, Worms And Miscellaneous Licenses

        



Subchapter 1: SHELLFISH

          




Article 6: Water Quality (HEADING: PL 2001, c. 587, §1 (new))

            




§6691. Water quality samplers 
“A commercial shellfish license holder who complies with the shellfish sanitation program's quality assurance and quality control training and certification requirements as administered by the department may serve as a volunteer water quality sampler for the department.”
Certification for water quality sample collection is annual and there is site-certification that needs to be done as well.

On the next test date (May 2, 2007) the volunteers can be site-certified and Allison Sirois will work with Mrs Look to set up a date for certification.  Mr McNelly has offered to help Amy Fitzpatrick.  

Amy Fitzpatrick & Allison Sirois will return to the April 25, 2007, with more information regarding the status of Men’s Club – Belanger’s Cove.

Rainfall data is going to be looked at as a factor in closing/opening a flat, however if it is determined that rainfall is a significant factor it will not be retroactive, the determination will not effect prior test results.

Approve minutes from the February 28, 2007 meeting:
Motion to approve by by Mr Shutt.  Seconded by Mr Mateosian.  Unanimously approved. 
Election of Officers:

Election of a Chairman – Motion to elect Mr Nelson as Chairman by Mr Hennessey.  Seconded by  Mr McNelly.  Unanimously approved.
Election of a Vice-Chairman – Motion to elect Mr Hennessey as Vice-Chairman by Chair Nelson.  Seconded by Mr McNelly.  Unanimously approved.  
Election of a Secretary – Motion to elect Mr Mateosian as Secretary by Mr McNelly.  Seconded by Chair Nelson.  Unanimously approved.  
Change of Number of Members on Marine Resources Committee:

On March 12, 2007, the Town of West Bath Board of Selectmen voted to change the number of committee members for the Marine Resources Committee from 7 regular & 2 alternate members to 5 regular & 2 alternate members.
Motion to return to the Board of Selectmen to request that the Marine Resource Committee go back to a 7 regular & 2 alternate member committee by Mr Swanson.  Seconded by Mr Schutt.  Approved 5 to 1, with 1 abstained.

Reseeding:  This will be discussed at the next regular meeting on April 25, 2007.

Shellfish Warden Report:

$749.28 total for cell phone, of which $187.32 is West Bath’s portion.  Motion to approve by Mr Hennessey.  Seconded by Mr Swanson.  Unanimously approved.
Area Biologist Report:  Nothing to report
Next Month’s Agenda Suggestions – conservation closures, reseeding dates, DMR will return, alternative conservation efforts – researching how to get clams to grow in the outside areas and areas which do not produce

Next regular meeting is scheduled for April 25, 2007 at 7:00pm

Motion to adjourn at 9:17pm by Mr Schutt.  Seconded by Mr Mateosian.  Unanimously approved.
Minutes taken by Susan L Look, Town Clerk
