MINUTES FOR THE TOWN OF WEST BATH’S

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING MARCH 1, 2005

A legal Special Town Meeting was held at the West Bath School in the Town of West Bath, Maine, on the 1st of March 2005.  The meeting was called to order at the School at 7:10 p.m. by Susan L Look, Town Clerk for the Town of West Bath, who subsequently read the warrant through to Article 1.

ARTICLE 1.  MODERATOR

Roger Therriault was nominated as moderator by Selectman David Bourget.  It was moved and seconded that the nominations close by David Hennessey.  By way of secret ballot, Mr. Therriault was voted as Moderator (3-0).  Mr. Therriault was sworn in by Susan L Look at 7:12 p.m. March 1, 2005, at the West Bath School.  

ARTICLE 2.  By a show of cards the Town voted to amend the ordinance titled “Marine Resource Conservation”, in Section 6, Licensing, as follows:

Section 6.  LICENSING:

B.
Categories of Licenses:
Addition:
(5)
Resident Student Commercial Shellfish Harvesting License – License available to a resident student to enable the student to harvest or take shellfish from the municipality when and where it is lawful to do so.
Addition: 
(6)
Nonresident Student Commercial Shellfish Harvesting License – License available to a nonresident student to enable the student to harvest or take shellfish from the municipality when and where it is lawful to do so.
D.   Licensure Requirements:  
Addition:  
(3)
Student Commercial License – Commercial student licenses shall meet the requirements and issuance procedures (Sec.7) of the commercial renewal license except that: 1) the conservation time shall be a minimum of six (6) hours, 2) the applicants must submit a completed application during the month of April and 3) the student commercial license shall be available on normal municipal business days to qualified applicants for the period beginning May 16th and ending May 31st.
E.
Application procedure:  
(2) Application –
Change:
(a)  Submission Schedule – All commercial applications must be submitted during the month of February and prior to the close of business on the last scheduled business day at the Selectmen’s Office. All student applications must be submitted during the month of April and prior to the close of business on the last scheduled business day at the Selectmen’s Office. Any applications received after this date will be considered only as licenses become available because of surrender or other reasons.  Recreational license applications may be submitted at any time.
Change:     F.
License Fees:  The fees for licenses shall be determined by a concurring majority vote of both the Marine Resource Board and the Board of Selectmen and will be paid to the Treasurer in full upon issuance of the license.  Fees received for shellfish licensing shall be used by the Town for shellfish management, conservation, enforcement, and other shellfish related matters.  Until changed, fees will be as follows:
Resident Commercial
$200.00

Nonresident Commercial
$400.00

Resident Recreational
$20.00*

Non-Resident Recreational
$30.00
Resident Student
$100.00

Nonresident Student
$200.00
*If the applicant is sixty-two (62) years or over, or sixteen (16) years of age or younger, one-half (1/2) the fee shall be charged.

Change:    G.
Licensure Period Expiration:  Each license shall run for one (1) year beginning on       April 1st of that year and running through March 31st of the following year at midnight; as of midnight, March 31st each license shall expire; excepting student commercial licenses which licenses shall run for one (1) year beginning on June 1st of that year and running through May 31st of the following year at midnight; as of midnight, May 31st each license shall expire. 


MARINE RESOURCES BOARD RECOMMENDS:
YES


BOARD OF SELECTMEN RECOMMEND:


YES

VOTED AS PRINTED at 7:18 p.m.

ARTICLE 3.  By a show of cards the Town voted to enact an ordinance entitled “Board of Assessment Review Ordinance” in the following form:
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW ORDINANCE
 Section 1. Establishment.
Pursuant to 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2526(6), a Board of Assessment Review is hereby established for the Town of West Bath, Maine.

Section 2. Composition; qualifications; terms; vacancies.

The Board shall consist of 3 members and 2 alternates who shall be appointed by the Municipal Officers and who shall be registered voters of the Town. No Municipal Officer or Assessor may be a member. Members shall serve for terms of 3 years or until their successors are appointed, except that for transition purposes, initial terms shall be staggered so that as nearly an equal number of terms shall expire annually. Vacancies shall be filled within thirty (30) days by appointment by the Municipal Officers for the unexpired term.
Section 3. Officers; meetings; quorum; procedures.

The Board shall annually elect from its membership a Chairman and a Secretary. The Chairman shall call meetings as necessary, shall preside at all meetings, and shall designate alternates to serve in place of members who are absent or disqualified. The Secretary shall maintain a record of all proceedings including all correspondence of the Board. All meetings and records shall be subject to the Maine Freedom of Access Act, 1 M.R.S.A. § § 401-410, except as otherwise authorized by law. A quorum necessary to conduct business shall consist of at least 2 members. The Board’s procedure shall be governed by 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691(3).

Section 4. Powers and duties.

The Board shall hear and decide all appeals properly taken from the refusal of the Municipal Officers or Assessors to make such property tax abatements as are asked for. The Board may take such evidence and testimony as it deems necessary and may grant such abatements as it thinks proper. If the Board fails to give written notice of its decision within 60 days of the date the appeal is filed, unless the appellant agrees in writing to further delay, the appeal shall be deemed denied. The Board’s decisions may be appealed in accordance with 36 M.R.S.A. § 843.

VOTED AS PRINTED at 7:40 p.m.
Upon motion made and seconded by a show of cards, the town voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 p.m.
THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF ACTION TAKEN AT THE MEETING 

ATTESTED BY:  ______________________________

Susan L Look, Town Clerk

Town of West Bath, Maine
