Town of West Bath
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting
April 25, 2011
Town of West Bath Board of Selectmen



Mr. David Bourget, Chair


Mrs. Paula Nelson


Mrs. Abbe Yacoben

Guests:  Chad Coffin, Maine Clammers Association; Steven and Leslie Kalisz; Budget Advisory Committee members David Hennessey, Lawrence Renaud, Peter Octeretko, Justin Hennessey, Steve Winter, Donna Merry, Darlene Estabrook.
A regular meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held on Monday, April 25, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the lower level meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, ME.

Consideration of:

I. Called to Order by Chairman Bourget at 5:30 pm.
II. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum
III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

1.  Approval of Minutes for April 11, April 14 and April 20, 2011
2.  Approval of Warrant
3.  Upcoming Meeting(s):  

a.) A special meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 28, 2011
b.)  A Public Informational Session will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27, 2011 at the West Bath Fire Hall.

c.)  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 9, 2011.

Motion made by Selectmen Yacoben to accept the consent agenda.  Seconded by Selectmen Nelson.  Unanimously Approved. 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None.
VI. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

Petition for Town Meeting Warrant Article – Patrick Thomas.  The Town Administrator noted that Mr. Thomas has not turned in to the Clerk the Voter’s Petition by 4:00 pm this date as was required to be considered for Town Meeting.
VII. COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT REPORTS – None.
VIII.     BUSINESS ITEMS

1.  Request for Abatements – None.
2.  Discussion with Maine Clammers Association – New Meadows Lake Landing 

Maine Clammers’ Association president Chad Coffin was present to explore ways in which we can work together to provide stewardship to the area.  Mr. Coffin offered that the legitimate users of the landing are open to good stewardship.  He felt the resource has diminished somewhat and that has reduced the number of users.  Mr. Coffin said he was still more than happy to provide a Kiosk and would bring the structure to a meeting for the Board to see.  He also mentioned the possible efforts of an area cleanup activity.  Mr. Coffin will attend the meeting on Monday with other interested parties regarding the landing and parking on the roadway.  Discussion between the Board, Mr. Coffin and Steven and Leslie Kalisz reveled that different Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) personnel have given conflicting advice or direction as to what should or should not be occurring at the landing, and that contact should be made with the DEP to clarify their requirements.
The Town Administrator added that there is a meeting scheduled for Monday, May 2nd at 10:00 am at the Town Office with the Bath Police Department, the Sagadahoc County Sheriffs Department, the Brunswick Police Department’s Marine Warden, and West Bath’s Road Commissioner, Harbor Master and Shellfish Warden.  They’ll be looking to discuss parking along the roadway and management of the landing.
3.  Appointment of Members to MCEDD
The Town Administrator provided the following summary:  Recent negotiations have resulted in the expansion of the Midcoast Economic Development District to include all of Knox, Lincoln and Sagadahoc Counties and a portion of Waldo and Cumberland Counties.  In so doing, the governance “formula” is now municipally driven.  Each member community has been requested to appoint two (2) members to the General Assembly, which will meet twice annually.  At least one member must be a municipal officer or a designee elected by a majority vote of the Selectmen.  The Town Administrator respectfully requested that she be re-appointed to serve on MCEDD along with a member of the Board.

Motion made by Selectman Nelson to re-appoint the Town Administrator to serve on MCEDD and that Selectman Nelson be appointed as the member of the Board.  Seconded by Selectman Yacoben.   Unanimously Approved.

4.  Authorization to Contract with MMA for Property, Casualty and Liability Insurance for FY 2011-12
 
The Town Administrator provided the following summary:  A recent comparison of costs shows that MMA’s rates are slightly lower than our current carrier.  Although this may change a bit as we review the proposal in detail, it is apparent that MMA will be extremely competitive.  As its specialty is municipal coverage, the service that will be extended is geared much more towards the issues faced by the Town.  The Town Administrator requested the Board’s authorization to change our Property, Casualty and Liability Insurance carrier to MMA effective July 1, 2011.
Motion made by Selectman Yacoben to approve, seconded by Selectman Nelson.  Unanimously Approved.

5.  Authorization to Execute “PACE Program Agreement” With the Efficiency Maine Trust
The Town Administrator provided the following summary:  The “Property Assessed Clean Energy” Ordinance was enacted earlier this year at a special Town Meeting.  This enables owners of qualifying property to access financing from the Efficiency Maine Trust for energy saving improvements to their properties.  In order to implement this ordinance, it is necessary for the Town to enter into a contract with the Efficiency Maine Trust for the administration of the functions of the PACE program.  It was requested that the Board authorize the Town Administrator to execute this agreement.  

Motion made by Selectman Yacoben to authorize the Town Administrator to execute this agreement.  Seconded by Selectman Nelson.  Unanimously Approved.


6.  FY 2011-12 Budget Recommendations from Budget Advisory Committee

Mr. David Hennessey facilitated the Budget Advisory Committee’s recommendations and comments regarding the budget on the Committee’s behalf.
7.  Selectmen’s Discussion of BAC Recommendations


The Board and Town Administrator reviewed the BAC’s recommendations and discussed what the Board would want to place in the budget for drafting of the Town Meeting warrant.
8.  Town Administrator’s Report – Available at the Town Office upon request.
IX.
     EXECUTIVE SESSION(S) - None.
X.
     SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS – None.
XI.      ADJOURNMENT- Motion made by Selectman Nelson, seconded by Selectman Yacoben to adjourn at 7:35 pm.  Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm by unanimous acclamation.
Attested to be a true copy.

_________________________
Robert K. Morris

April 25, 2011

