 West Bath Board of Assessment Review

Meeting Minutes for March 28, 2013 
Town of West Bath Board of Assessment Review members:


Mrs. Juanita Wilson-Hennessey, Chair



Mr. Peter Oceretko



Mr. Richard Totten

The West Bath Board of Assessment Review (BAR) met to conduct its annual organizational meeting on March 28, 2013 at 5:30 pm at the West Bath Town Office Conference Room. 

I. Called to Order Chair Wilson-Hennessey at 5:34 pm
II. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum – A quorum met with three members.
III. Annual Business Meeting

a. Election of Chair - Motion was made by Richard to reelect Juanita as Chair, Seconded by Peter.  Approved.
b. Election of Secretary - Motion was made by Juanita to reelect Richard as Secretary, seconded by Peter.  Approved. 
c. Other Business – 
(1) News today was that Lawrence Renaud will be moving from West Bath to Harpswell, so his seat as an alternate will become open.  Steve Winter was discussed as a possible candidate for the alternate position, but was not present.  He has attended a number of hearings and site reviews as an interested party.  The Chair asked if Town Clerk Rob Morris would contact Mr. Winter to ask if he’d be interested in the position.  Other candidates mentioned were Patty Bourget and Jane Powers.
(2) MMA’s Board of Assessment Review training is coming up and the clerk initiate contact with members to reserve seats.

(3) Juanita mentioned that the town keeps using the word “Hearing” when tax payers are addressing an abatement request in front of the Board of Selectmen/Assessors, and this is not correct.  The use of the word “hearing” for that appearance before the Board of Selectmen/Assessors causes confusion for appellants in that they believe the appeal step to the BAR is just another attempt at the same hearing.  The purpose and function of a “hearing” is used for the BAR.  It’s recommended that the Town should use the terminology “formal review”, and not “hearing” for these abatement requests.  Appellants who have been denied an abatement request before the Selectmen/Assessors and are preparing to appeal that decision to the BAR ought to be supplementing their package with more meaningful and complete information.  We also know that with the BOAR that the town attorney represents the town, not the BAR, and that it should to be appropriate for the BAR to have its own attorney when needed.  Peter said he would address the funding aspect of this with the Budget Advisory Committee.
(4) Juanita also commented about the Hearing where Attorney Jim Day was present, and that Mr. Day later complimented the BAR for their work and acknowledged that his post hearing observations made to the BAR were more strident in tone than the process in fact warranted.

(5) Discussion ensued that perhaps the BAR can provide a guideline or request for information to the town as we do provide guidelines to the taxpayer. Also, there was a consensus was that the Chair take responsibility at any future hearings to not permit the Assessing Agent to leave the hearing to retrieve additional or supplemental information once the hearing is convened, as we do not allow the taxpayer to leave a hearing to obtain information.  The Assessing Agent should not be allowed to step out of the hearing and bring in material not present once the hearing has been called to order.
IV. Adjournment - Motion made by Peter to adjourn, seconded by Richard.  Adjourned at 6:08  PM

