Town of West Bath
Selectmen Meeting Minutes
July 28, 2014
Town of West Bath Board of Selectmen



Mrs. Paula Nelson, Chair
Mr. David Bourget



Mr. Peter Oceretko


Town Administrator Jonathan Davis


Town Clerk Robert Morris

Attending:  David Hennessey; Fire Chief Greg Payson; 
A regular meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held on Monday, July 28th 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, ME.

I. Called to Order by Chair Nelson at 5:30 pm
II. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum
III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. CONSENT AGENDA


1.  Approval of Minutes for July 14th 2014 and July 15th 2014

2.  Approval of Warrant

3.  Upcoming Meeting(s):  

a.)  The next scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 11th, 2014 at the West Bath Town Hall.
Motion made by Selectman Bourget to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Selectman Oceretko.  Unanimously Approved.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS -
1. Public Hearing to support the Special Town Meeting scheduled for 07/31/2014 at 6p.m. at 
the West Bath Fire Department Hall.
Chair Nelson opened the Public Hearing and read the Warrant for the Special Town Meeting.  

Hearing no questions or comments, Motion made by Selectman Oceretko to close the Public Hearing.  Seconded by Selectman Bourget.  Unanimously Approved.
VI. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None.
VII.     COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT/WORK GROUP REPORTS
1. Withdrawal Committee
Selectman Oceretko said they met last Wednesday with RSU1 and it went well.  Our Committee had asked them a lot of questions and they had asked for more information, which they provided.  RSU1 gave our committee a price and a proposed a debt service surcharge on top of tuition, which is common.  The West Bath committee will discuss this at their next meeting.  The Committee wants to thoroughly explore the debt service surcharge.   It’s not as good as Brunswick offer but they will see this process with RSU1 through with an extremely thorough vetting of everything presented.  
There is a statutory protection for tuition towns in that if the cost per pupil exceeds the state average, the tuition town pays the lowest number.  They would like this waived and we can waive it if we wish. We have a stipulation in our offer that we’re going to allow RSU1 students to attend West Bath School if they so desire.  RSU1 has no intention of sending any students to West Bath School after the first year, and they want that clause out of our proposal for political purposes…they don’t want parents beating up on them…we’ll see where this goes.
Our committee may need to put together some kind of a survey or poll for our edification and also Brunswick wants some kind of indication of West Bath’s citizens and parent’s degree of interest in going to Brunwick’s school…how many may be interest.
Peter noted that the process is moving forward and he is very happy with the volunteers on this committee.

2. Fire Dept – Chief Payson
1. Grant – In 2013 the department received a Davenport Grant to send one individual to paramedic school.  The person who initially said they were interested in going declined to go then and again has declined and there is nobody else interested.  (The cost of the paramedic school is close to $9,000).  United Ambulance is doing an Intermediate Class and Davenport Fund agreed to allow the spending of the grant for four individuals to this class, and there are four interested and will be attending.
2. Boat Training was completed on July 12th of 13 members with Ocean Rescue Systems.  The Chief felt this training was very valuable.
3. Service 8 has gone out for repairs; brakes.
4. Engine 8 and Pump 8 has had their pumps tested; a few repairs were needed.

5. Tank 8 went out for service; some repairs were needed.

6. Last week it was discovered that the HVAC system was leaking on the roof of the Hall.  Some chairs were damaged.  The Chief has a price quote coming for a maintenance program.  The exterior wall will need about a 3’ X 12’ patch.  

7. On the 19th and 20th the crew came in and re-epoxied the fire bay floor.  

8. They discovered a mice issue in the building and have contracted with Modern Pest Control for an on-going program.

9. Scheduled training burn scheduled for August 9th.
VIII.    BUSINESS ITEMS


1. Resignation of Town Clerk/Registrar of Voters Robert Morris
Motion made by Selectman Bourget to accept the resignation of Robert Morris with regret, seconded by Selectman Oceretko.   Unanimously Approved.

2. Appointment of Bureau Motor Vehicles Agent

Motion by Selectman Bourget to appoint Julia House as West Bath’s Bureau of Motor Vehicles Agent.  Seconded by Selectman Oceretko.   Unanimously Approved.

3. Appointment of Interim Town Clerk and Registrar of Voters

Motion by Selectman Bourget to appoint Julie House as Town Clerk and Registrar of Voters for an interim period beginning August 8th until such a time that a new Town Clerk and Registrar of Voters is hired and appointed.  Seconded by Selectman Oceretko.  Unanimously Approved.


4. Town Administrator’s Report – No Report.
Motion made by Selectman Oceretko at 5:55 pm to recess while they are awaiting the arrival of Town Attorney.  Seconded by Selectman Bourget.  Unanimously Approved.
Board resumed regular session at 6:10 pm. 


5. Written Ballot for Special Town Meeting



Chair discussed with Board and Town Attorney that either a Motion can be made to use a written ballot or the Moderator can make that decision.  A draft ballot has been completed, and it was agreed upon to create two written ballots: The first to vote on whether to settle or not, and a second ballot to choose which option to agree to if the first ballot is voted to settle the case.
 

IX.      EXECUTIVE SESSION(S)

1.  Request to enter into an executive session pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405, 6.A of the M.R.S.A. for the purpose of discussing personnel issues.

2.   Request to enter into an executive session pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405, 6.E. of the M.R.S.A. for the purpose of discussing legal issues.

Motion made by Selectman Bourget to enter into Executive Sessions at 6:16 pm. Seconded by Selectman.  Unanimously Approved.
Board resumed regular session at 7:25 pm.
X.
     SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS – None.
XI.      ADJOURNMENT - Motion made by Selectman Bourget, seconded by Selectman Oceretko to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 7:26 pm by unanimous acclamation.
 Attested to be a true copy.


____________________________
Robert K. Morris, Town Clerk

