Town of West Bath
Selectmen Meeting Minutes
November 24, 2014
Town of West Bath Board of Selectmen



Mrs. Paula Nelson, Chair
Mr. David Bourget



Mr. Peter Oceretko


Town Administrator: Adam Garland


Town Clerk: Brandi Lohr
Attending:  Steve Renaud, Ellis Reed, Ron Beal, Roger Therriault
A regular meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held on Monday, November 24th 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, ME.

I. Called to Order by Chair Nelson at 5:29 pm
II. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum
III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. CONSENT AGENDA


1.  Approval of Minutes for November 10, 2014

2.  Approval of Warrant

3.  Upcoming Meeting(s):  

a.)  The next scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 8, 2014 at the West Bath Town Hall.
Motion made by Selectman Oceretko to approve the Consent Agenda with amendments to the time for the November 10th meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Bourget.  Unanimously Approved.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
VI. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

VII.     COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT/WORK GROUP REPORTS


1. RSU Withdrawal Committee Update (Peter Oceretko) –  Final draft has been submitted and approved for the Referendum.  Dates were discussed.  Absentee ballots will be available by December 15th.  Information will be available on the website as well.


2. Code Enforcement Update (Ellis Reed) –  The CEO rode over to properties to see if there were any violations on their property.  There is a particular property on Berrys Mill Road that has junk in the front.  Not sure if there is a dumpster that is coming to get rid of the items since the property was recently sold.  The CEO will knock on the doors of those that are in violation to ask them to clean up their property.  Mr. Goodwin’s property will be discussed at a later time.  There are a few properties that were sited last summer that are still not corrected.    


3. Road Commissioner Update/Tree Trimming (Steve Renaud) –   Only one person showed up for the mandatory bid meeting.  Road Commissioner believes that the offer is a good one. Question was asked if we have an idea of how long this will take.  It depends on the size of the tree and other factors.  Communication with the public was important and Mr. Jarrod Hawkes made sure that he let property owners know what he would be doing with their property before he cut any trees their property.  Road Commissioner Renaud will be watching his budget and double checking the amounts that will be spent on the tree trimming project.  Steve will meet with him every morning to make sure that communication is open.  A motion was made to accept the bid from Hawkes Tree Service by Selectman Bourget and it was seconded by Selectman Oceretko and was unanimously approved.  Steve would like to meet with Pine tree to discuss Hill Road.  There are some things that need to be done before we pave the road.  The engineering part would be around a couple of thousand dollars.  Steve is hoping to get a bid package that can be presented.  Want to clean a little bit of the area of Long Cove to help have a place to put snow and things.  Question was asked about where Mountain Road stands right now?  There are some people who think that the road is on there land.  Not sure how far we want to go.  Do we want to survey the whole road?  Still not sure what to do at this time.  Steve has one other concern about the salt shed being too small.  Question was presented if there was any other land that we can build a bigger shed.  We need more square footage. We need to first of all figure out where we could go and the cost that it would take to do that.  Selectman Nelson asked Steve if he was going to have a sand pile in the front of the Town Office.  He plans on having the sand pile, but something needs to be built to hold the sand in.  Selectman Bourget suggested speaking with someone about a good plan of what to build.  Selectman Bourget made a motion and it was seconded by Selectman Bourget and it was unanimously approved, if the cost on holding the sand is under $2,000 then this does not need to be presented to the board again.
VIII.    BUSINESS ITEMS

1. Donation Thank you letters –  People have shown their appreciation for the donations that were given from the Town.

2. Office Equipment – The copier continues to present problems to the staff.  Transco was able to provide a machine that is used that is the same price of what we pay currently for the copier that we have. The Administrator believes that this is not necessarily the best option.  Costs were given for the two companies.  With Transco if your needs change, the Town would be able to discuss change with the lease.  A newer copier would allow the Town to be able to scan and email things from the copier.  The Administrator is in favor of Ricoh.  Leasing will give us more options down the road.  Our average for photo copies that the office produces each month are 3,000 copies.  The new Ricoh would cost us $43.00 per month.  Most of these things can be taken out of the office fund.  Selectman Oceretko motioned to go with the new Ricoh lease and it was seconded by Selectman Bourget and it was unanimously approved. 

3. Town Office Roof Project –  The roof has been completed.  The original bid was $9300, but the price increased to 10,500 due to some changes in requests from the Town of changing to 30 year shingles.  Selectman Oceretko told them to make these changes.  It was done in a timely manner and the job was done well.  

4. Property Abatements (Assessor Ron Beal) – Abatement #10 Personal property – GE Capital Information Tech in the amount of $67.49 was presented.  The copier no longer resides in the town of West Bath. Information on the company’s Declaration did not state that it had been moved to West Paris.  The Assessor recommended the abatement of the $67.49.
Abatement 11 – was a request for taxes on real estate property at 5 Broad Cove Road for Terri Chau.  

Abatement 12, 13 and 14 is for Real Estate abatements submitted by Edwin and Brenda Bisson.  #12 - 96 Shoal Cove Road Map U26 Lot 22 assessment of $58, 100 would like an abatement of $348.60 for the valuation of $29,050. #13 – Abatement of $1984.80 for a valuation of $165,400 on U26 Lot 13 a water front lot.  #14 – Abatement of  $417.00 for an assessed valuation of $34, 750.  These lots were a part of a subdivision and were in the past being combined for assessment purposes, however since their neighbor Mr. Morris was allowed to un-combine his property so as to market one of the waterfront lots separate from his house lot our town Attorney ruled he could do this providing that all set- backs and septic test would pass.  Attorney Roger Therriault also ruled that as long as it was part of a subdivision of record that any lots that meet the above described standards must be assessed as separate lots or the owner can request an amendment to the subdivision and go to the Planning Board with an amended Plot Plan to be recorded in the Registry of Deeds.  Attorneys stated that the only way to change a subdivision is to amend it with a new plan signed by the Planning Board.  The Assessor suggested to deny all three abatements.  The Bissons would receive a letter within 2 weeks stating the denial.  The appraisals and the actual values will be looked at.  
Abatement #15 is for real estate on Fosters Point Road Map R05 Lot 1-A owned by Robert and Linda Vail.  He paid $395,00 for the property and he is asking for an abatement for a valuation of $200,00 or $2,040 in tax abatement for 2014, however the assessor told him on the phone his property is in the highest neighborhood in West Bath.  It also has the highest water front factor, “Deep Water Good Site.”  All of the lots in his area were checked and they were very close in value with the same exact formula was applied in the calculation.  The Assessor suggested to deny the request.  A Motion was made by Selectman Bourget to Grant the abatement of #10 and to table the abatement of #11 due to the request of the Land Owner Terri Chau to meet at another time, and to deny # 12, 13 14 and 15 and it was seconded by Selectman Oceretko and it was unanimously accepted.
5. Town Administrator report – Modern Pest Services came to update some things.  The Administrator has been updating the Town Employee Handbook.  The Administrator attended MMA Grant training.  Julie and Ron attended an E-9-1-1 training.  Brandi attended an EDRS training this past week as well.
IX.      EXECUTIVE SESSION(S)
1.   Request to enter into an executive session pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405, 6., 
E. of the M.R.S.A. for the purpose of discussing legal issues.
Motion made by Selectman Bourget to enter into Executive Session and to discuss legal issues at 6:39 pm. Seconded by Selectman Oceretko. Unanimously Approved.

Board resumed regular session at 7:28 pm.
X.
     SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

XI.      ADJOURNMENT - Motion made by Selectman Bourget, seconded by Selectman Oceretko to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 7:29 pm by unanimous acclamation.
 Attested to be a true copy.


____________________________
Brandi Lohr, Town Clerk

