Town of West Bath

Selectman Meeting Minutes

June 8, 2015


Town of West Bath Board of Selectmen:


Mrs. Paula Nelson, Chair


Mr. Peter Oceretko
Town of West Bath Administrator Adam Garland

Town Clerk Brandi Lohr 

In attendance:  David Hennessey, Ron Beal (Assessing Agent) and Ellis Reed (Codes Enforcement Officer)
A regular meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held on Monday, June 8, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, ME.

I. Called to Order by Selectman Nelson at 5:31 pm
II. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum
III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. CONSENT AGENDA


1.  Approval of Minutes for 


a.) May 18, 2015 Board of Selectman Meeting 

 

2. Approval of Warrant

3.  Upcoming Meeting(s):  

a.)  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held at                                          Monday June 22, 2015 at the West Bath Town Hall. 
Motion made by Selectman Oceretko to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Selectman Nelson.  Unanimously approved
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None
VI. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – David Hennessey mentioned asking the Road Commissioner when he is able to bush hog the bamboo at the town office.  Selectman Nelson responded that this was already discussed with the Road Commissioner.
VII.     COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT/WORK GROUP REPORTS – None
VIII.    BUSINESS ITEMS
1. Municipal Warrant-  A few clerical errors were found  on the original Warrant drafted for the coming Town Meeting.  These errors were corrected and a new warrant was printed.  The Selectmen were asked to sign the new warrant which will be posted on Tuesday, June 9, 2015.  The changes were made to article 37, so it makes reference to the correct articles.  Changes were also made to article 39 so that the total amounts of the donations were correct.  Article 47, the language “or none of the options was removed for clarity purposes  A motion was made by Selectman Oceretko to make the amendments needed and it was seconded by Selectman Nelson.  (2-0)   The Town Report does not reflect these changes since it went to print before they were found.  At Town Meeting the Moderator will reference the changes in the Warrant.  
2. Selectman Vacancy Discussion-  Due to the passing of Selectman Bourget the board had to look into whether or not the position needed to be filled.  After discussion with the proper authorities, the remaining members have found that they are able to function without filling Selectman Bourget’s seat.  His term would have concluded in November 2015 and the time to fill that position would have only left a small amount of time left.  Selectman Oceretko made a motion to not fill the vacancy and to just let his term finish – seconded by Selectman Nelson unanimous acclamation.  A letter was read from Selectman Oceretko that he would like to have a part of the minutes:  “We enter for the record the loss of Selectman David P. Bourget on May 23, 2015.  It is with deep regret that we note his passing.  Our thoughts and prayers go to his wife Patty and daughter Rachel.  We acknowledge the sadness and sense of loss suffered by the citizens of the Town of West Bath; his friends and neighbors.  The Town recognizes David’s many years of service to the Town and the degree of leadership he exercised in the performance of his work.  We are grateful to have worked with him through the years and sincerely appreciate his service and friendship.  It is the desire of the Board of Selectman that Selectman Bourget’s membership shall continue in the BOS.  David is elected to a three year term of service and that he may continue with completion of such term until its expiration in November 2015.  With deep respect for David, the BOS will maintain the composition of the Board of Selectman with no changes, and who too, shall continue with the business of the Town of West Bath until such time when a regular election may be held.”
3. Town Report Cover- Special thank you to Paul and Mary Fournier for the cover of the Town Report.  Several shots were taken and given to the Town for Review.  An aerial view of the West Bath School was chosen.  The Town Reports will be available Wednesday morning.
4. Municipal Comprehensive Plan Discussion-  As of Town Meeting, our Municipal Comprehensive Plan will be 10 years old.  Every 10 years it needs to be reviewed.  In 1993 the State notified West Bath that we were not under compliance.  Selectman Oceretko made contact requesting information and guidance to avoid being on a list.  The new packet comes out in November.  Need to think about an appointing a chairman to put a committee together.  Leaning towards the prior chairman.
5. State Valuation Discussion-  Ron Beal, Assessing Agent, spoke with an auditor.  The information was scarce.  Currently they are a little behind.  We dodged a bullet this year, but next year it could be different.  The sales have picked up.  Every sale except for one was at whole sale.  We did the right thing by rejecting the $40,000 for vision to come back in.  The Auditor will contact Mr. Beal in reference to the sales study in two weeks and he will also give him a list of what the State uses for personal property.  
6. School Funds Schedule- The Town Administrator Adam Garland spoke with Mark Bower trying to figure out a few of the issues with the school funds.  Under the RSU there were monthly payments that the town made.  Now that we are a municipal school, things will run a little differently.  The Town Administrator is doing more research by speaking with the Town’s Auditor Bill Brewer.  The Town’s Treasurer will be included in these discussions. 
7. Four Wheeler Club Trail Crossing Wing Farm Property Discussion –  Motion made by Selectman Oceretko to allow the Four Wheeler Club to cross over the Wing property and it was seconded by Selectman Nelson.  (2-0)
8. Other – Selectman Nelson mentioned that the Town’s laptop is no longer functioning and she would like for the Town Administrator to look into the cost to get a new one.  Selectman Oceretko motioned for approval for a purchase up to $1000 from the Selectman’s contingency fund and it was seconded by Selectman Nelson (2-0)
IX.      EXECUTIVE SESSION(S)

1. Request to enter into an executive session pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405, 

6., A. of the M.R.S.A. for the purpose of discussing personnel issues.

2.   Request to enter into an executive session pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405, 6., 
E. of the M.R.S.A. for the purpose of discussing legal issues
Motion made by Selectman Oceretko to enter into Executive Session at 6:23pm. Seconded by Selectman Nelson Unanimously Approved.

Board resumed regular session at 8:30 pm

X.
     SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

XI.      ADJOURNMENT – Motion made by Selectman Oceretko seconded by Selectman Nelson to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm by unanimous acclamation.  
Attested to be a true copy,

__________________________

Brandi D. Lohr, Town Clerk
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