Town of West Bath

Selectman Meeting Minutes

July 27, 2015

Town of West Bath Board of Selectmen:


Mrs. Paula Nelson, Chair


Mr. Peter Oceretko
Town of West Bath Administrator Adam Garland

Town Clerk Brandi Lohr 

Attending: David Hennessey, Ed Schenk, Paul Coombs, Road Commissioner Steve Renaud, Karen Murphy

A regular meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held on Monday, July 27, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, ME.
I. Called to Order by Chair Nelson at 5:30 pm
II. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum
III. Pledge of Allegiance was said.
IV. CONSENT AGENDA


1.  Approval of Minutes for 


a.) July 6, 2015 Board of Selectman Meeting 

 

2. Approval of Warrant (s)

3.  Upcoming Meeting(s):  

a.)  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectman will be held on Monday August 10, 2015 at 5:30 pm in the West Bath Town Hall
Motion made by Selectman Oceretko to approve the Consent Agenda with removal of the bill from GPCOG pending further explanation, seconded by Selectman Nelson.  Unanimously accepted.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS –  None
VI. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – Paul Coombs from 210 Hill Road asked the Board if there was any means of remediating roads that have been resurfaced if there seems to be a problem.  Mr. Coombs mentioned specifically   the  rail road crossing by the grange hall.  In the past, the Selectman had looked into this with Jim Whorff and what they found was that since this is a State maintained road they do not want to fix it since the Rail Road does not have any issues with the unevenness of the road.  It was recommended to check in with your local officials.  The Administrator recommended that emails be forwarded to him that he could forward onto BMV.  The Selectman will do what they can to help with getting help from the State for fix the road.
VII.     COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT/WORK GROUP REPORTS – None 
VIII.    BUSINESS ITEMS

1. Town Attorney 

The Board of Selectman  designated Attorney Sally Daggett of Jensen Baird and Gardner & Henry as the Town’s legal representation for the Town issues.  Motion made by Selectman Oceretko that the Select Board accept and sign the agreement with Jensen Baird Gardner & Henry to represent the Town as Sally Daggett being the primary attorney and the backup attorney being Mark Bower both of whom have had extensive experience with the Town seconded by Selectman Nelson. Vote 2-0
2. 432 Mountain Road (Karen Murphy) 
Ms. Murphy provided copies of the picture were to the Selectman for their review.  Ms. Murphy is asking if the ditches can be cleared.  She has been gone the last 10 years.  She mentioned that the culvert was increased in size in the late 1980s early 90s.  Arthur Reno was the Road Commissioner at the time.  She preceded to say that the Town had dug out the ditch and dug a trench to accommodate the larger culvert.  Over the years that has filled in with silt and everything else.  Ms. Murphy is asking the Town to put that trench back so that the run off would be greater.  Now that Ms. Murphy is back in town she is willing to keep it clear of all of the things.  Selectman Nelson responded that since we do not own the property we could not touch the parts that are on her property simply because it is not property of the town.  The Road Commissioner mentioned that a garage was placed in the yard.  Ms. Murphy replied that there was no extra fill brought in when the garage was built.  The Road Commissioner spoke with John Reno and he said that Ms. Murphy had asked them to do it but the Road Commissioner at that time had told her that they could not do it. The Town Administrator recommended looking into the minutes from the Selectman meeting minutes and Planning Board minutes to get some insight into the situation.  The Code Enforcement Officer Ellis Reed may have a map of what the land looked like at that time.  We will revisit this at the next Selectman’s meeting August 10, 2015.  No decision was made at this time.
3. County Tax Assessment 

The County Tax Assessment has been given to the Town for a total of $627,093.  Motion made by Selectman Oceretko to sign the assessment, seconded by Selectman Nelson. Vote 2-0.
4. Hill Road Contract 
The Selectman reviewed the Contract with Steve Renaud, owner of Renos Excavation.  Some things were itemized on the contract for clarification.  Mr. Renaud reviewed the contract.  Of note, Rob Prue sent in an email this afternoon that he had spoken with the soon to be property owner and she has come forward with what she would like in return with access to her property.  Mr. Renaud will speak with Rob Prue to get some more information.  Selectman Oceretko made a motion to sign and approved the contract with Renos Excavation for Hill Road (details of what work will be done are on the contract) seconded by Selectman Nelson. Vote 2-0
5. Edward Schenk (Marina Development) 
Mr. Schenk owns property on the New Meadows River.  He would like to try to start a Marina there.  The Town Administrator was able to find a court case in Superior Court.  That discussed this and the courts defined the Town Line in the River.  The channel isn’t on the West Bath side, the boundary line and county line and the channel is all in one.  The boundary now is not a matter of geography it is a matter of law per Selectman Oceretko.  The three lines are at the center of the river.  There six different methods to place this line.  As Selectman Oceretko remembers there was an agreement with Brunswick to leave it where everyone assumed where it was.  Mr. Schenk spoke with the gentleman that did the survey for both towns and he recommended that the Town write a letter.  The Town Administrator will write a note that will go with the court order.
6. School Finance Policy 
Met with Emily Thompson and members with the board and tweaked the policy with some wording and amended disbursement for the municipal education policy.  Also added the School Payroll to our policy that only one Selectman needs to sign the warrant.  Motion made by Selectman Oceretko seconded by Selectman Nelson to accept the new policy. Vote 2-0
7. Other 
(1) Quaker point Road Foreclosure there are some questions about how it was being handled.  Everything we are doing is correct.  We have no liability as long as the house is occupied.  Tax dollars still accrue even though the town owns it.  The Town is looking into developing a policy.  The court says the dog is not a wolf therefore the town did not have the right to take the dog. 
(2) On Hidden Drive the town owns the property where the garage is and the Bank owns the House, there were people removing things from the property and they were telling people that the town sent the people.  The Bank put a lock on the garage they were assuming that they owned the garage along with the house.  The maps do not convey what the surveys do.  This may be an item that needs to go on our next agenda.  Looking into putting bids on these properties.  
(3) The Road Commissioner looked into moving the rock at the rest stop and he is able to move it.
IX.      EXECUTIVE SESSION(S) – None
X.
     SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

XI.      ADJOURNMENT – Motion made by Selectman Oceretko, seconded by Selectman Nelson to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 6:45pm by unanimous acclamation.
Attested to be a true copy,
___________________________

Brandi D. Lohr, Town Clerk
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