Town of West Bath

Selectman Meeting Minutes

August 10, 2015


Town of West Bath Board of Selectmen:


Mrs. Paula Nelson, Chair


Mr. Peter Oceretko
Town of West Bath Administrator Adam Garland

Town of West Bath Town Clerk Brandi Lohr  
Attending:  David Hennessey and Karen Murphy
A regular meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held on Monday, August 10, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, ME

I. Called to Order at 5:30 pm
II. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum
III. Pledge of Allegiance was said
IV. CONSENT AGENDA


1.  Approval of Minutes for 


a.) July 27, 2015 Board of Selectman Meeting 



2. Approval of Warrant(s)

3.  Upcoming Meeting(s):  

a.) The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held on                                          Monday August 24 2015 at 5:30pm in the West Bath Town Hall. 
Motion was made by Selectman Nelson to accept the Consent Agenda as written except for the bill for General Assistance in the amount of $1,235 in order to review the General Assistance Policy Statue on what we pay for and what we don’t, seconded by Selectman Oceretko.  Unanimously Accepted
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None
VI. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS - None
VII.     COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT/WORK GROUP REPORTS - None
VIII.    BUSINESS ITEMS

1. 432 Mountain Road (Karen Murphy) 

The Town Administrator has looked into finding documentation in reference to this property.  He has looked for minutes and has even gone as far as asking John Reno who used to work with Arthur Reno if he recalls this situation.  The Town does need to maintain the public way, but if we go as far as doing the ditching the culvert to the water line can be seen as the Town working on private property.  Ms. Murphy stated that she “ has read through the town ordinances and she that she has come up with parts from the ordinance that support her claim.”  The Administrator responded that the issue with the Land Use Ordinance is that it is pertaining to private property not public ways or road.  Ms. Murphy referenced from the Land Use Ordinance pg. 33 Section F Erosion and Sedimentation Control under 1.) Townwide Standards and 2.)  Shoreland Overlay Zone.  Under 2.) Shoreland Overlay zone she also referenced letter e.  Ms. Murphy mentioned that Arthur Reno had done letter e. to her property.  Ms. Murphy made reference to the ditch relief which is what she is requesting from the Town.   After Ms. Murphy brought forth her information Selectman Nelson wanted to let her know that she believes what she is saying is true and at no time have we doubted her information, but the Town cannot find the information stating exactly what has been done to these roads.  Documentation for the years in question have not been found.  The Selectman along with the Administrator asked Ms. Murphy for more time to see what needs to be done going forward.  Selectman Nelson mentioned that they need to proceed within the legal standards and they would like to make the appropriate decision.  This item will be on the agenda for the next scheduled Selectman’s meeting.
2. Animals in Town Office  
The Town Administrator mentioned that a lot of people have been coming in with pets.  The Town is putting up a sign referencing that only service animals can be in the Town Hall.
3. Denise Kelly Property Foreclosure 
Ms. Kelly lives in Florida and her property is in Foreclosure.  The Select Board did a conference call with Ms. Kelly to discuss this.  The Select Board informed her that the property has to be paid in full and once that happens a Quit Claim Deed can be done to put the property back in her name.  Currently the Town does not have a policy on handling Foreclosed properties, but they wanted Ms. Kelly to know that they are working on establishing one.  The Board would like it on record that they will not do anything with her property until they revisit this in February.  Selectman Nelson made a motion to give Ms. Kelly until February 15, 2016 until the Board revisits this property seconded by Selectman Oceretko.  Unanimously accepted.
4. Commitment  
The Board was presented with 3 different options. 1) Mil Rate of 10.3 with an overlay of $32, 400 2)10.4 Mil Rate with an overlay of $69,577 3) 10.5 Mil Rate with an overlay of $107,141.  After looking at several factors Selectman along with the information from the past three years, Selectman Oceretko motioned to set the Mil Rate to 10.4, seconded by Selectman Nelson.  Unanimously accepted.
5. Employee Manual 
The Town Administrator has updated the Employee Manual and he has proposed to do annual updates to make sure that the Town remains current with its policies. Motion made by Selectman Oceretko to adopt the newly updated Employee Manual seconded by Selectman Nelson. Unanimously approved.
6. Other   
1) Quit Claim Deed for Robert and Annette Sweeney for the property at R02-10.  It was a lien from 2002 that was paid but never discharged.  Julie House, Tax Collector is asking that we can release lien.  Selectman Oceretko made a motion to approve the Quit Claim Deed for Robert and Annette Sweeney R02/10, seconded by Selectman Nelson.  Unanimously Accepted.

 2).  The Town has received a check in the amount of $11,944.73 representing Comcast’s franchise fee payment for the period from January 1st 2015 thru June 30th, 2015.
IX.      EXECUTIVE SESSION(S) - None
X.
     SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS - None
XI.      ADJOURNMENT - Motion made by Selectman Oceretko, seconded by Selectman Nelson to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 6:51pm by unanimous acclamation.
Attested to be a true copy,

___________________________

Brandi Lohr, Town Clerk
