Marine Resources Board Meeting
September 28, 2016 Meeting Minutes
7 PM at the West Bath Town Hall

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 

Member Attendance:   Paul Mateosian, Warren Swanson,  Dale McNelly, Tim Davis and Shawn Schutt (alternate)

Also in attendance:  Madelyn Hennessey from the Board of Selectmen, Warden Doug Alexander and Area Biologist Peter Thayer.
  
 Other Attendance: See Sign up sheet

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: The minutes of April, May and June  2016 meetings were approved unanimously.

Old Business: 

Warren Reported that Quohog reseeding using seed from the New Meadows Lake was still not being approved by the State. Peter Thayer, the area biologist confirmed this and indicated that the State would do a survey of the lake in the spring and then decide if we could take seed quahogs from there.

New Business:

A reseeding of soft shell clams was scheduled for Saturday, Oct 8th taking seed clams from the gutway area and putting them in Kisses Cove. Participants to meet at the Town Office at 7:30 AM

A clam flat survey of Long Cove was scheduled for Sunday Oct 9th. Participants to meet at the Town Office at 8:30 AM.

A shoreline clean-up was scheduled for Sunday October 16 th. Participants to meet at the Town Office at 8:00 AM.

The Board had a lengthy discussion and voted to overlay a conservation closer on State closed areas including the south side of Kings Point, Back Cove (Audubon area), Back Cove (Duck Blind) and Upper Dam Cove (above the dam). 

Peter Thayer advised the Board that those conservation closers would not be in effect because the State rather than the Town  is in control of areas that are listed as prohibited. 

Peter agreed to have a look at the Audubon area and contact us when he would do that so that one or more Board members could accompany him. The Board is seeking to file an abatement on the area that would prohibit depuration digging . Peter explained that abatements were granted based on the efforts and progress in identifying and repairing pollution sources. 

Warren discussed getting volunteers to do some of the water testing.
 
Area Biologist Report: See above

Shellfish Warden Report: Doug reported that he investigated one case of a peck digger exceeding the one peck limit of quahogs. 


Next meeting will be held at 7:00 pm on October  26, 2016 

  Motion to adjourn at  8:00  pm by  Warren Seconded by  Paul.  Unanimously approved.

Minutes taken by Paul Mateosian
