PARKING ORDINANCE

SABINO LANDING
(As Amended Through December 27, 2011)
A.
Authority.  This Ordinance is enacted by the Municipal Officers of the Town of West Bath pursuant to their exclusive authority to enact municipal parking ordinances in accordance with the provisions of 30-A M.R.S.A. Section 3009(1)(C).

B.
Purpose.  The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate and restrict parking on the public ways, parking areas, and public property adjacent to the Sabino Landing and to allow parking in that area only by permit.

C.
Permits.  

1.
Required.  Parking on all public ways, parking areas, and other public property adjacent to the Sabino Landing shall be restricted to permit parking only.

2.
Issuance.  Permits shall be issued at the Town Office.  Permits are only available to residents of the Town of West Bath and non-resident property owners and their occupants or holders of non-resident commercial clam licenses.  The issuing official shall have the right to require proof of residency from any resident applicant or proof of ownership from any non-resident owner or occupant.  The applicant shall provide contact information to include the name and address of applicant, a description by make, model and license plate number of the vehicle for which the permit has been requested, and current contact information including name, address, telephone number and/or e-mail address.  If there is any change in the contact information, then that permittee will provide updated contact information with the Town Office.

3.
Display.  The permit issued under this Ordinance shall be affixed on the vehicle to which it is assigned in a conspicuous place that can be observed from outside the vehicle.  Permits shall be specific to an individual vehicle.

4.
Duration.  Each permit issued by the Town Office shall be for a period of one (1) year from the date of issuance.  Permits may be renewed on a year to year basis.

5.
Limitation on Permits.  Should the demand for permits and conditions so warrant, the Selectmen shall have the right to limit the number of permits authorized to utilize the parking area.  Should such a limitation in the number of permits be required, the Selectmen shall adopt a methodology that will fairly allocate the permits allowed.

6. Fees.  The fee for a permit shall be established by Resolution of the Board of Selectmen and may from time to time be adjusted by the Board.

D. Violations.  The following shall be considered violations of this ordinance:

1. Parking or causing to be parked a vehicle without the requisite permit.

2. Parking or causing to be parked a vehicle with an expired permit.

3. Parking or causing to be parked a vehicle overnight (between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 4:00 A.M.)
4. Parking of any vehicle that blocks, interferes with, or obstructs normal traffic movement and other parking, or creates a safety hazard.
At the discretion of the issuing enforcement officer, persons violating the offenses listed in Section D, Subsections 1, 2 and 3, may receive a warning notice rather than a civil violation notice.
E.
Enforcement.  

1.
Civil Violation.  In accordance with the provisions of 36 M.R.S.A. Section 3009(1)(C) this Ordinance shall be enforced as a civil violation.   

2.
Enforcement Agency.  This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Office or any duly authorized Police Officer, Deputy or Agency, including the Town of West Bath Clam Warden.

3.
Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation or entity who shall violate the provisions of this Parking Ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, and in addition to any other remedies provided herein, or unless another penalty is expressly provided by law, be subject to the following penalties:

For violation of Sections D. 1, 2 or 3:
· A Penalty of not less than Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) nor more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the first offense.  

· A penalty of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor more than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for a second offense within a Six (6) month period.

· A penalty of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for three or more violations within a Six (6) month period.

For violation of Section D.4:

·  A penalty of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for the first offense.
· A penalty of not less than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the second offense.

· A penalty of not less than Three Hundred ($300.00) nor more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for three or more violations.

Penalties assessed under this provision shall be payable to and for the exclusive use and benefit of the Town of West Bath.  The Town shall also recover in addition to any penalty its costs of prosecution, including reasonable attorney’s fees.

4.
Waiver.  Any person, firm, corporation or entity accused of a violation of the provisions of the regulations in this Ordinance may voluntarily waive his right to appear and defend that matter before any Court or judicial tribunal, by paying the Town in accordance with the following penalty schedule:


For violation of Sections D 1, 2 or 3:

· First violation – Twenty Five Dollars ($25.00).

· Second violation within a Six (6) month period - Fifty Dollars ($50.00)

· Third or more violation(s) within a Six (6) month period - One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).


For violation of Section D 4:

·   First violation – One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)

·   Second violation – Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00)

·   Third violation(s) – Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00)


5.
Conditions for Removal.  A vehicle may be removed by Order of the Enforcement Officer where the vehicle is parked illegally for the fourth time within a six (6) month period, where it is blocking or interfering with other parking or traffic movement, or where it creates a safety hazard.


6.
Removal Procedure.  Since the Town of West Bath does not have the resources or equipment to effect the removal of vehicles from the Sabino Landing area when required, removal of vehicles shall be initiated and processed through the Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Office.  Protocols established by the Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Office shall apply to the removal of vehicles from the Sabino Landing area.


7.
Notice.  Where a vehicle is caused to be removed, a record shall be generated showing the make, model and registration number of the vehicle, owner, the owner’s address and the date and hour of tow and the location to which the vehicles has been towed.  This Notice shall be given orally to the owner of the vehicle in accordance with the registration information as soon as may be practicable.  The Town shall not be responsible for inaccuracies in registration information.  


8.
Costs.  The owner of any vehicle removed from the Sabino Landing area pursuant to this Ordinance shall be responsible for all towing costs, and costs related to the towing including storage, if necessary.

F.
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2012.

_______________________________
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